
GOOD SHEPHERD ADDITIONAL NEWS-December, 2023 
 

Christmas Masses and Confessions 
Masses for Christmas at Good Shepherd are Sun., Dec. 24, 6:00 pm and Mon., Dec. 25, 9:30 am. Please note that 
attending Sunday morning Mass does not fulfill your Christmas obligation.  If you still need to go to Confession, home-
bound can call the office for Father to pay a visit; Confessions are also Tues., Dec. 19, 4-5:45 pm and Sat., Dec. 23, 5:45-
6:15 pm. (Note the Saturday time is limited, as Mass is at 6:30 pm.)  Note also that 6 priests will be available at Holy 
Rosary, Medford this Sun., Dec. 17, from 1-3 pm to hear Confessions! 

 
With Our Sympathy and Prayers 
Please keep in prayer Joe Berger, age 71, who died Dec. 9.  We also pray for the family, including his wife Connie and 
children/parishioners Carrie (Brad) Gumz, Craig (Jolene) Berger and Justin (Shanna) Berger.  Joe’s Memorial Mass will be 
at OLPH, Whittlesey on Tues., Dec. 19, 11 am, with visitation beginning at 9 am. 
 
We also pray for Ed Thiel, age 91 of Westboro, who died recently. Ed was known well for his lawn service for many 
years in Rib Lake, and also for his frequent visits to Northside Café. He was faithful in attending Mass until about a 
month ago, and we recently started homebound visits with Holy Communion for him. His funeral service will be at 
Hemer’s Funeral Home in Medford, on Mon., Dec. 18, 11 am. 

May both Ed and Joe rest in the peace of heaven. 
 

Thank You from Abiding Care 
“Dear Friends at Good Shepherd, thank you for your participation in the Respect Life Baby Bottle Campaign to raise 
funds for Abiding Care. Through God’s goodness, your parish raised a total of $1,486.26. Your faithful partnership with 
Abiding Care helps bring life-changing hope to the men and women of our communities through the medical and edu-
cational services we offer, which are needed now more than ever before. Thank you so much for your support, which 
allows us to show the love of Jesus by offering our services free of charge. We are grateful for your partnership in this 
life-giving work!” 
 

Parish Scholarship 
Our parish will award a $500 scholarship to a Grade 12 student who is a member of Good Shepherd, and who plans to 
attend college or a technical college after graduating in spring.  Applications will be mailed in January to the students, 
and the scholarship will be presented at the Baccalaureate Mass in May.  Scholarship funds will be given out when 
proof of completion of the first semester and enrollment in the second semester is furnished to the parish.   

 
Shepherd Knitters 
This small group is always busy. Since they began, 
they have provided some 600 shawls, afghans, 
totes, slippers, hats, baby blankets, potholders 
and more for people. Our thanks to Betsy Koch, 
Linda Thielke, Judy Cihasky, Mary Dums, Chong 
Bleck and Deb Gojmerac and any others who pop 
in to knit and crochet at their meetings, and who 
also busy their hands at home.  Anyone wishing to 
learn to knit or crochet can also come to the 
meetings.  The group generally meets the second 
Monday of the month at 1 pm for an hour. Watch 
the bulletin, or call Judy Cihasky with questions 
(715-427-3353).  At this time, the group is in need 
of skeins of yarn. If you have some you are not 
using, or are able to purchase some for them, you 
can drop them off at the office. Full skeins are 
preferred, however, half skeins work  too.  
Thank you! 
 
 

THE CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 

You are invited to this year’s Christmas Pageant hosted by 

the children and catechists of Grades 1-5. 

Held Sunday, January 7, following the 9:30 am Mass 

at Good Shepherd (about 10:30 am), in church. 

Come and enjoy!  

Refreshments will follow in the parish hall. 

 

Note: We celebrate the Epiphany in church that weekend. 

We ask all who come to bring a gift for baby Jesus  

that weekend, with donations going to Abiding Care 

Pregnancy Resource Center.  Gifts can be left in the 

Shrine area.  A gift box for monetary donations will be in 

the entrance too. Thank you for supporting this project! 



Elf goes on a shelf during Advent. But put Jesus in your hearts! 

Prayer Pot 
As will be mentioned in next weekend’s bulletin, our Partners in Prayer group will meet the 1st Friday of each month 
(2nd Friday, if the church is busy with other events), at 1:00 pm, to pray for our friends in need. We can also consider 
an evening prayer group if enough people respond for it.  A Prayer Pot and slips of paper are in the Shrine area of the 
church. Please name anyone who is in need of prayers each month.  Consider joining the group in prayer when you can!  
“Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in their midst.” Mt. 18:20 
 
Church Door Usage 
Our thanks to Tom Gojmerac and the Buildings & Grounds involvement in getting the auto lock and unlock system set 
up for the one church door (to the far right as you enter the church). It is working well. However, we have been en-
countering an issue with some of the other doors not totally closing when people leave.  Can you help us remedy this?  
We are quite certain the problem comes into play when we push the door to leave. Please push the bar totally in when 
you exit—instead of pushing on the door itself.  It would also be helpful to please check the door after it closes, to 
make sure it is completely shut.  If you find it is unable to shut tight, please notify somewhere there, or contact Mary K. 
at 715-783-0132 or a Buildings & Grounds member.  Thank you for helping keep our doors securely locked at night! 
 
Recent Bathroom Remodel Donations 
We continue to accept donations for the remodel of both the bathrooms by our hall area, which will begin this winter.  
We are so very grateful to all of you who have donated, some of you even donating monthly since this project was  
announced!  Here are the more recent donations: 

Mark & Mary Thums, in memory of Gladys Matyka and Gerald Hause 
Ron and Marge Tauber 

Ron & Mary Kauer, in memory of Gladys Matyka 
Harry Stroik 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Training 
A special thank you to those who took the Homebound Eucharistic Minister training. We had a record number of  
parishioners involved!  Letters were mailed to see who will benefit by this ministry. We are now planning our annual 
Eucharistic Minister training for those involved in distributing Holy Communion at weekend Masses.  Trainings are 
scheduled for the weekend of January 27 and 28, immediately following both Masses.  Please plan accordingly. 
 

What’s New in Faith Formation? 
Grade 2 students are preparing to make their First Reconciliation, which is scheduled for January 17. 
 
Father Patrick will also be giving a talk on Vocations to the Grades 6-11 students on January 17th. Parents or any other 
parishioners interested in attending this session at 7:00 pm are also welcome. 
 
Grandparents, be aware that you may be invited to attend a class with the students on January 24.  Just giving you a 
heads up! 
 
Movie Nite at Broadway Theatre is being planned for January 31 for Grades 6-11, and we will join with students from 
our entire Catholic Community for this. Movie Nite for Grades 1-5 will be in the parish hall. Kids, you can wear your PJ’s 
to class that night and bring a blanket or pillow for the movie! Popcorn and goodies provided. 
 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Our parish will be hosting this spring’s World Day of Prayer.  It will be held the first Friday in March (March 1) at 1:30 
pm.  Women, please be watchful of a meeting in late January to plan this event.  Help will be needed with music, read-
ing parts and a luncheon. 
 

Parish Prayer Corner 
All nursing home residents (including Fr. Dennis Meulemans, Glenn Mathias, LaVern Mitchell, Bob Schmeiser, Wayne 
Tlusty, Bob Tomaszewski, Rosie Petty, Karen Pocock, Elaine Malitz, Dale Euclide and Lorraine Jagielo), Fr. Oen, Jonathon 
& Amanda Zinthefer & Baby Armand, Barb Matyka, Joe Yanko, Joe Fuchs, Sara Matyka, Mary Warner Plamann, Dennis 
& Diane Niggemann, Josefa Winnie, George Gunderson, Julie Gehrig, Gaylon Van Hecker, Danny Van Hecker, Jenn  
Morris, Wayne Baumann, Ryan & Audrey Metz Family, Wally Emmerich, Sue Thums, Donna (Mann) Lind, Dan Sack-
mann, Carol Long, Gayle (Long) Murphy, Rose (Matyka) Anderson, Carol & Dan Pozanc, Betty Brandner, Kathy Haas, 
Marian Johnson, Duane Draeger, Nicole  Richardson, Steve Spurgeon, Richard Weinzatl, Norman Metz 


